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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

NC ACDA  
FALL CONFERENCE 2009 

September 18 - 19, 2009 
UNC - Greensboro School of Music 

Guest Clinician ~ Bob Chilcott 
            
 
 

Featuring the third annual  
MALE VOCAL ARTS  

SYMPOSIUM 
Guest Conductor & Clinician  

Dr. Al Sturgis 
 
 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP  
COMMISSIONING PROJECT 
& CONFERENCE FESTIVAL 

Composer & Conductor 
Dr. Kenney Potter 

 
 

NC ACDA�s Carolina Caroler 
Receives National Award! 

 

~ Story on Page 3 ~ 
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 An official, Award-Winning 
 publication of the North Carolina Chapter 
of the American Choral Directors Association 
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NC ACDA Officers 

2007-2009 
 

President 
Daniel J. Bara 
School of Music 
East Carolina University 
Greenville, NC  27858 
252.328.6243 
barad@ecu.edu 
 
Past President 
Tom Shelton 
Kernersville Middle School 
110 Brown Road 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336.996.5566 
tomshelton@triad.rr.com 
 
President-Elect 
Ginger Wyrick 
Queens University of 
Charlotte 
1900 Selwyn Avenue 
Charlotte, NC  28274 
704.337.2269 
ggw@hwaci.com 
 
Secretary 
Gwen Hall 
Southwest Randolph  
High School 
1641 Hopewell Friends Road 
Asheboro, NC 27205 
336.381.7747 
bhall@asheboro.com 
 
Treasurer 
Jeffrey Ward 
East Carolina University                                                                        
A.J. Fletcher Music Center 
Greenville, NC  27858 
252.328.2557 

wardj@ecu.edu  
 
Membership Chair 
Tom Shelton 
Kernersville Middle School 
110 Brown Road 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336.996.5566 
tomshelton@triad.rr.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Anne M. Saxon 
4105 Sewanee Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC  27106 
336.922.4073 
Midpatch@aol.com 

� � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 �

��� � ���� � � � ���� ���� �
����� � ����� � ����������� � � ���� � �

Dear colleagues, 

Spring is springing (slowly but surely) and all of the 
concerts at ECU have been sung. And so, attention 
turns to the summer months and preparation for             
summer rejuvenation projects and planning for fall.  
I, for one, am eager to take stock of this year�s                
successes and near-misses and find the lessons 
learned. As we approach graduation ceremonies at 
ECU, the cyclical nature of academia, and, indeed �  
LIFE � come to mind. I have always been one who 
loves the opportunity to redefine, reinvest, renew,    
re-think, and re-create myself in some way as oppor-
tunities for reflection and fresh starts make themselves available.  

Most of us find ourselves teaching music according to seasons or the academic or        
liturgical calendar, and this affords us the luxury of a �fresh start� at least once a year,     
if not a series of mini-fresh-starts at the semester or season. I love this! � and the idea     
of becoming increasingly and honestly self-aware of my strengths and weaknesses as      
a teacher and musician seems to help fuel my interest in becoming a new and improved 
version of myself. 

I hope that you all will have some time to recharge and build in the coming months.  
Some of you will achieve this through continuing education or attendance at a choral or 
conducting clinic, others will read new books and articles about our art, others will take 
the investigation of new repertoire seriously, and others might simply take time to relax 
and invest in another personal passion. Whatever your personal methods and goals, I 
wish you all a renewed sense of joy and love for your work as musicians, teachers, and 
musical ambassadors. For, I think we are at our best in these roles when we are able to 
unapologetically exude a sense of joy in our daily work. 

This edition of the Carolina Caroler is filled with some of the details about the fall      
conference, including information about Male Vocal Arts Symposium and the Worship 
and Music Commissioning Project. I strongly encourage you to take part in these events 
and take advantage of the initiatives being offered by your state ACDA officers and    
R&S chairs. I also hope that you will begin planning now for attendance at the Southern       
Division ACDA in Memphis, Tennessee next March. 

As this is my last newsletter and these are my final months as NC ACDA President,          
I wish to extend my sincerest appreciation to the other executive board members and      
to our R&S chairs. Dr. Jeffrey Ward has stepped in meticulously and flawlessly as        
treasurer, Anne Saxon has brought our newsletter national acclaim for its innovations    
and improvements, our R&S chairs have continued to offer excellent reading sessions 
and initiatives at our fall conferences, Bill McConnell and Larry Speakman have                    
cultivated new and lasting ties with area exhibitors and donors, and Ginger Wyrick has 
worked brilliantly and tirelessly as conference coordinator and President-Elect. Of 
course, Bill Young has been invaluable as our conference site coordinator, and Tom 
Shelton continues to calmly advise and mentor all of us in his understated and supportive 
way. My thanks to all of you for your support and hard work! See you at the fall               
conference in September! 

Sincerely, 

Dan 
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       The ACDA Executive Committee is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Dr. William �Bill� McConnell of St.                  
Andrews Presbyterian College in Laurinburg, North Carolina 
to the position of National Repertoire and Standards Chair for 
Colleges & Universities.  

       Among his many other accomplishments, he has served 
on the Convention Committees for Miami and Oklahoma City 
and was the Honor Choir Chair of the Two-Year Colleges      
National Honor Choir in Miami.  

       He also serves St. Andrews as the Associate Dean for 
Adult and Extended Programs and Associate Professor of             

Music. Dr. McConnell begins his appointment immediately.  NC ACDA is proud to be 
so well represented at the national level!   

 
NC ACDA Specially 
Appointed Officers 

 
 

Ace Mentoring/Auditions 
Sam Doyle 
1313 Westminster Drive 
Greensboro, NC  27410 
336.282.0549 
sdoyle4@triad.rr.com 
 
Conference Exhibits/
Reading Sessions 
Larry Speakman 
The Concert Singers of Cary 
PO Box 1921 
Cary, NC  27512 
919.251.6170 
speakman@ 
concertsingers.org 
 
Conference Site Host 
Welborn E. Young (Bill) 
UNC-Greensboro 
School of Music 
P.O. Box 26167 
Greensboro, NC  27402 
336.334.5428 
weyoung@uncg.edu 
 
Historian 
Anne Coltrane 
6001 Knightbridge Court 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336.993.3217 
annecoltrane@hotmail.com 
 
Lara Hoggard  
Award Chair 
Sam Doyle 
(see Ace Mentoring info 
listed above) 
 
SSA All-State Coordinator 
Laura Sam 
Walter M. Williams HS 
1307 South Church Street 
Burlington, NC 27215 
336.570.6163  
Laura_Sam@abss.k12.nc.us 
 
Technology Chair 
Webmaster 
Bert Fox 
Lufkin Road Middle School 
1002 Lufkin Road 
Cary, NC  27539 
919.387.4465 
foxsterb@aol.com 

The Carolina Caroler recently  received 
an ACDA Award for the �Most Improved� 
state newsletter! The award was presented at 
the National ACDA Convention in Oklahoma 
City this past March. We were notified of the 
award criteria and categories last fall, and 
President-Elect Ginger Wyrick suggested that 
I enter our newsletter into the competition. 

 

Newsletters were judged by a panel that 
included Terry Barham, National Newsletter Coordinator, as well as six ACDA Division 
Newsletter Editors. The application process included submitting state chapter information, 
newsletter budget, number printed annually, purpose, and copies of several recent issues. 
The categories and their weighting were as follows: 

(1) Philosophy--manner in which publication meets your                                                  
state�s stated objectives, 10 points 

(2) Appearance, 25 points 
(3) Content, 35 points 
(4) Editing, 30 points 

 

Mr. Barham informed me at the convention that several states with larger budgets than 
ours were also in the running for this category, and ours stood out as a winner. How            
exciting!   
 

     Yes, being a Newsletter Editor can be difficult and tedious, and is certainly a labor of 
love. However, we are fortunate to have such capable, supportive leadership in North 
Carolina that has nurtured me through this process, so this award goes to all of us. Also, I 
must give a special mention to the skills and vision of our former editor, Steve Futrell, for 
his redesign of the original format and taking the newsletter to a higher level. 
 

     All that being said, the next deadline is July 15th, so SEND ME YOUR ARTICLES! 
 

 --Anne Saxon 
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NC ACDA  

R&S Chairs 
 
 

Boychoirs 
Bill Allred 
1009 Bridgewater Drive 
Burlington, NC  27217 
baallred@bellsouth.net 
 
Children�s Choirs 
Heather Potter 
2005 Scott Avenue 
Charlotte NC 28203 
704.408.1685 
hpotternc@juno.com 
 
College/University Choirs 
Welborn E. Young (Bill) 
UNC-Greensboro 
School of Music 
P.O. Box 26167 
Greensboro, NC  27402 
336.334.5428 
weyoung@uncg.edu 
 
Community Choirs 
Larry Speakman 
The Concert Singers of Cary 
PO Box 1921 
Cary, NC  27512 
919.251.6170 
speakman@ 
concertsingers.org 
 
Ethnic and Multicultural 
Perspectives 
Jacqueline P. Robinson 
Hunter Huss High School 
1518 Edgefield Avenue 
Gastonia, NC  28052 
704.866.6610 
jprobinson@gaston.k12.nc.us  
 
Jazz Choirs 
Stephen A. Futrell 
Elon University 
2800 Campus Box 
Elon, NC  27244 
336.278.5681 
sfutrell@elon.edu 
 
Junior High/Middle School 
Choirs 
Susan Townsend 
4236 Huntsville Road 
Fayetteville, NC  28314 
910.433.9085 
Sjst624@aol.com 
 

E l us i v e  Co n f id en c e  
By M ar y  K ay  G es to n  
Reprinted from Melisma, the North Central Division Newsletter 

It�s not supposed to happen. How is it 
possible for a seasoned professional to 
succumb to a crisis of confidence? The 
equation is supposedly simple: knowledge 
plus experience equals confidence. It�s one 
of the many premises upon which the    
educational process is based and some-
thing that people, in general, believe to be 
true. How, then, did I find myself in this 
predicament? 

During the week of workshops                 
and meetings that 
preceded the start of 
classes this fall I 
started experiencing 
fleeting  moments of 
panic. I attempted to 
ignore my doubts, 
but what started as a 
tiny ember soon turned into a roaring               
bonfire. A continuous loop ran through my 
mind pronouncing judgement: �You�re not 
a good teacher.� My attempts to halt the 
flow of negative self-talk failed, my                   
confidence plummeted, and though I               
hadn�t said a word to anyone (to whom do 
we admit such things?), my state of mind 
was apparent. My husband asked me what 
was wrong, and though it was                          
embarrassing to admit my fear I tried to 
explain. He looked at me, shook his head 
and laughed saying, �Are you crazy? Your 
students love you!�  

Unfortunately, his certitude didn�t help 
me feel better because feelings of               
professional ineptitude had already seeped 
into my psyche and I was fully engaged in 
an interior battle of the mind. After                 
contemplating my dilemma for what 
seemed an eternity, I started to wonder if 
the real question should be: Who doesn�t 
experience a crisis of confidence from 
time to time? 

Where in our educational experience is 
self-confidence or the loss thereof a topic 
of discussion? I have no memories of               
tackling this difficult subject as it relates to 
career while I was an undergraduate or 
graduate student. And if I have a quibble 

with professional workshops and                    
conferences it�s that we tend to learn about 
the latest and greatest technique or                    
innovation, but rarely talk about this very 
human condition that befalls people in our 
profession. The fortunate among us have 
trusted friends or mentors who help us sort 
through these feelings, yet many people 
don�t have such lifelines. Though the              
reason may be shrouded in mystery, the 
truth is that self-confidence is elusive at 

various times 
throughout our 
lives. 

It isn�t so much 
a matter of not               
knowing what to 
do, for experi-
ence does                

provide us with a set of skills that work, 
and many of us are active in professional               
organizations, attend conferences, and read 
professional journals to expand our                          
knowledge base. And it isn�t really a               
matter of fearing that other people are             
better at the craft, for despite the fact that 
most people harbor a desire to be �the best� 
at something, maturity and experience help 
us understand that every conductor�s              
musical success is a �win� for the choral 
art. 

In an attempt to bolster my self-esteem 
I turned to one of my favorite books about 
teaching, The Courage to Teach:                       
Exploring the Inner Landscape of a 
Teacher�s Life by Parker Palmer (San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass Inc., 1998), a book 
that deserves a place of distinction on the 
bookshelf of every educator. It was a great 
relief to be reminded that even an                      
education guru like Parker Palmer had               
experienced occasional feelings of                     
incompetence. I wasn�t alone. 

The title of Palmer�s first chapter is at 
the heart of his message: �We teach who 
we are� (emphasis mine). Obviously it is 
necessary to have the proper education and 
a teaching license to demonstrate that we 
    (Continued on Page 12) 
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NC ACDA R&S Chairs 
 

 
 

Male Choirs 
Jason Thompson 
P.O. Box 1861 
Blowing Rock, NC  28605 
828.262.3020 
thompsonjd@appstate.edu 

 
Music in Worship 
Andy Roby 
120 North Lafayette Street 
Shelby, NC  28150 
704-482-3467 
music@fbcshelby.org 
 
 
Senior High School Choirs 
Jocelyn Pharr Thompson 
Mallard Creek High School 
3825 Johnston Oehler road 
Charlotte, NC  28269 
980.343.1341, ext. 257 
jthom2115@aol.com 

 
Show Choirs 
Stephen A. Futrell 
Elon University 
2800 Campus Box 
Elon, NC  27244 
336.278.5681 
sfutrell@elon.edu 

 
Two-Year College Choirs 
Vacant 
 
Women’s Choirs 
Désirée Davis-Omburo  
East Chapel Hill High School 
500 Weaver Dairy Road 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
919.969.2492  
ddavis@chccs.k12.nc.us 

 
Youth & Student Activities 
Brett Nolker 
UNCG School of Music 
PO Box 26167 
Greensboro, NC  27402 
336.334.3642 
dbnolker@uncg.edu 

2009 
National 
Convention 
Snapshots 


