
�����������������������������������	
�����
���	
�����
���	
�����
���	
�����
����

NC ACDA FALL CONFERENCE 2009 
September 18 - 19, 2009 

 UNC - Greensboro School of Music 
Guest Clinician ~ Bob Chilcott 

            
Featuring the third annual  

    MALE VOCAL ARTS SYMPOSIUM 
Guest Conductor & Clinician  

Dr. Al Sturgis 
 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP  
COMMISSIONING PROJECT 

Composer & Conductor 
Dr. Kenney Potter 
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ACDA NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Transforming the Future of Choral Music 
March 4 - 7, 2009 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
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• Junior High/Middle School Honor Choir  
Dr. Judy Bowers, Conductor 

• High School Honor Choir I 
Christine Bass, Conductor 

• High School Honor Choir II 
Dr. Tim Sharp, Conductor 

• College/University Honor Chamber Choir 
Dr. Gary Graden, Conductor 
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NC ACDA Officers 

2007-2009 
 

President 
Daniel J. Bara 
School of Music 
East Carolina University 
Greenville, NC  27858 
252.328.6243 
barad@ecu.edu 
 
Past President 
Tom Shelton 
Kernersville Middle School 
110 Brown Road 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336.996.5566 
tomshelton@triad.rr.com 
 
President-Elect 
Ginger Wyrick 
Queens University of 
Charlotte 
1900 Selwyn Avenue 
Charlotte, NC  28274 
704.337.2269 
ggw@hwaci.com 
 

Secretary 
Gwen Hall 
Southwest Randolph  
High School 
1641 Hopewell Friends Road 
Asheboro, NC 27205 
336.381.7747 
bhall@asheboro.com 
 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Ward 
East Carolina University                                                                        
A.J. Fletcher Music Center 
Greenville, NC  27858 
252.328.2557 

wardj@ecu.edu  
 
Membership Chair 
Tom Shelton 
Kernersville Middle School 
110 Brown Road 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336.996.5566 
tomshelton@triad.rr.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Anne M. Saxon 
4105 Sewanee Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC  27106 
336.922.4073 
Midpatch@aol.com 
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Greetings from wintry Greenville a week after snowfall closed 
the university for two days! I have just returned from NC-All 
State weekend in Greensboro and am inspired by the beautiful 
music-making that occurred there under the leadership of     
Dr. Welborn Young, who conducted the SSA Choir which 
ACDA sponsored, and Dr. Tim Stalter who conducted the           
11-12 mixed choir. Our North Carolina singers distinguished                
themselves once again with their hard work, maturity, talent, 
and attention to musical nuance. A fine weekend indeed! 

After serving as SSA All-State coordinator for NC ACDA for the past six years, Amy 
Daw is passing that leadership mantle on to Laura Sam. Amy has done excellent work for 
ACDA as coordinator and has been instrumental in implementing our new membership 
policy for SSA All-State. This has been an important step for our organization, and has 
resulted in many new memberships among our NC music educators without the drop in 
participation or quality in the SSA choir. I am very appreciative that Laura Sam has 
agreed to take over this important role. Information about Laura and NC All-State SSA 
choir will be published in the summer NC Caroler. 

I am pleased to announce the continuation of the Male Vocal Arts Symposium at the Fall 
Conference on September 18-19, 2009. After great success at the last two conferences, I 
am excited to continue overseeing this event which has welcomed male singers between 
the ages of 12-80 into a state-wide men�s choir. This year, Al Sturgis of the NC Master 
Chorale will be the clinician.  Information about registering your singers for this event is 
available later in this newsletter. 

Our newsletter is an award-winner! I�d like to congratulate our newsletter editor, Anne 
Saxon, for her excellent work on the newsletter in recent years. Anne will receive an 
award at the National ACDA Convention in Oklahoma City for leading the Carolina    
Caroler to a new level of professionalism and polish. The Carolina Caroler was voted the 
Most Improved Newsletter by the seven ACDA division editors. Please share your              
congratulations and gratitude with Anne the next time you see her. She has been tireless 
in her commitment as editor. 

I hope that by now you�ve registered for the National ACDA Convention in              
Oklahoma City. I have found these conventions to be inspiring in so many ways. The 
interest sessions, concerts, and exposure to new repertoire are unparalleled at any other 
event, and the gathering of like-minded choral-music lovers is truly a special opportunity. 
If you�ve never attended a national convention, I encourage you to take the plunge this 
year. And I hope to see you there! 

I invite you to consider applying for a choral performance for our Fall Conference and 
for the ACDA Luncheon at NCMEA. The fall conference date is in September, which 
may seem like a dauntingly early time to present a concert for the public, but a shorter 
concert length and format will be considered. 

As always, please don�t hesitate to contact me or any of your ACDA board members 
with suggestions and ideas that would be helpful to you in your professional life as a         
conductor, teacher, chorister, or minister of music. The board and I are dedicated to               
making NC ACDA immanently relevant in the lives of North Carolina choral musicians, 
and we aim to be a meaningful source of education, inspiration, and networking. 

Sincerely,   

Daniel Bara 
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NC ACDA Specially 
Appointed Officers 

 
 

Ace Mentoring/Auditions 
Sam Doyle 
1313 Westminster Drive 
Greensboro, NC  27410 
336.282.0549 
sdoyle4@triad.rr.com 

 
Conference Exhibits/
Reading Sessions 
Larry Speakman 
The Concert Singers of Cary 
PO Box 1921 
Cary, NC  27512 
919.251.6170 
speakman@ 
concertsingers.org 
 
Conference Site Host 
Welborn E. Young (Bill) 
UNC-Greensboro 
School of Music 
P.O. Box 26167 
Greensboro, NC  27402 
336.334.5428 
weyoung@uncg.edu 

 
Historian 
Anne Coltrane 
6001 Knightbridge Court 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336.993.3217 
annecoltrane@hotmail.com 

 
Lara Hoggard  
Award Chair 
Sam Doyle 
(see Ace Mentoring info listed 
above) 

 
SSA All-State Coordinator 
Laura Sam 
Walter M. Williams HS 
1307 South Church Street 
Burlington, NC 27215 
336.570.6163  
Laura_Sam@abss.k12.nc.us 

 
Technology Chair 
Webmaster 
Bert Fox 
Lufkin Road Middle School 
1002 Lufkin Road 
Cary, NC  27539 
919.387.4465 
foxsterb@aol.com 

Most Improved Newsletter by the seven ACDA division editors. Please share your              

I hope that by now you�ve registered for the National ACDA Convention in              

conductor, teacher, chorister, or minister of music. The board and I are dedicated to               

The Music in Worship R&S Area of NC ACDA is sponsoring 
the commissioning and premier of a new anthem by noted NC 
composer and conductor Dr. Kenney Potter. By signing up to 
participate right away, your church choir will be able to help 
bring this project to reality. 

  

Important Details: 

•     Sponsoring church choirs will pay $150 by  
 the end of March, 2009. 

•     Each sponsoring church choir will receive the music in the summer of 2009. 

�You will be able to have enough copies for your entire choir. 

• Each sponsoring church choir will be invited to send 4-8 singers to the NC 
ACDA Fall Conference in Greensboro for a Saturday morning 
(September 19) clinic with the composer/conductor. Our limit is 100 singers 
total, so sign up right away to get your church on the list! 

• The "festival choir" (made up of the singers your choir sends to the conference) 
will present the premier performance of the new anthem, along with a handful of 
other significant sacred anthems at an early afternoon featured concert at the Fall 
Conference! 

• After the Fall Conference, your choir will be able to present the anthem at any 
time in your church’s worship services, and you’ll have a core group of singers 
who will be inspired and thoroughly prepped to lead the way. 

• IMPORTANT: Although we can accept as many commissioning church choirs 
as can and will participate, our "festival choir" size is limited to about 100                 
singers, so we will have to reserve those places for members from choirs signing 
up first! 

 

For your church choir to become a participant in this project: 

•Reply to this email or give me a call (704-482-3467 ext 303) ASAP. 
�The first 16 churches to register their intention to participate will be 
first in line to send 4-8 choir members to the Fall Conference on                   
Saturday, so don’t delay! 

•By the end of March, send your church choir’s contribution of $150 to NCACDA,        
 c/o Jeffrey Ward, NC-ACDA Treasurer, East Carolina University, A.J. Fletcher 
 Music Center, Greenville, NC 27858 

 

NOTE: The funds from the sponsoring church choirs will be used to pay the anthem 
commissioning fee, the honorarium for the accompanist, expenses for the clinician and 
accompanist, and any facility usage fees that may be needed. Any remaining dollars will 
go into a NC ACDA fund that will provide seed money for future projects. 
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NC ACDA  

R&S Chairs 
 
 

Boychoirs 
Bill Allred 
1009 Bridgewater Drive 
Burlington, NC  27217 
baallred@bellsouth.net 
 
Children�s Choirs 
Heather Potter 
2005 Scott Avenue 
Charlotte NC 28203 
704.408.1685 
hpotternc@juno.com 
 
College/University Choirs 
Welborn E. Young (Bill) 
UNC-Greensboro 
School of Music 
P.O. Box 26167 
Greensboro, NC  27402 
336.334.5428 
weyoung@uncg.edu 
 
Community Choirs 
Larry Speakman 
The Concert Singers of Cary 
PO Box 1921 
Cary, NC  27512 
919.251.6170 
speakman@ 
concertsingers.org 
 
Ethnic and Multicultural 
Perspectives 
Jacqueline P. Robinson 
Hunter Huss High School 
1518 Edgefield Avenue 
Gastonia, NC  28052 
704.866.6610 
jprobinson@gaston.k12.nc.us  
 
Jazz Choirs 
Stephen A. Futrell 
Elon University 
2800 Campus Box 
Elon, NC  27244 
336.278.5681 
sfutrell@elon.edu 
 
Junior High/Middle School 
Choirs 
Susan Townsend 
4236 Huntsville Road 
Fayetteville, NC  28314 
910.433.9085 
Sjst624@aol.com 
 

+,-&�./��0��1��,��/2����,!�/&3�����-�4�

Judith Nicosia, R&S Chair for Youth and Student Activities, NJ Chapter ACDA 

No one really, really thinks about his/her speaking voice until there’s serious trouble. In 
switching from a generally passive role in the classroom to a very active one, your voice 
usage (amount of speaking, dynamic level, pitch level, singing in various tessituri, 
breathing habits) soars, and you generally experience problems that have not manifested 
themselves at any previous point, except perhaps during the senior practicum. When you 
start experiencing serious and recurring vocal fatigue, an eroding of the singing range/
quality, extended periods of huskiness or laryngitis, and even pain, when all this threatens 
your choral/classroom program and then, inevitably, your paycheck and your livelihood, 
it’s past time to do something about it. 
 
Advice to teachers young and old is basically the same:  
1. No matter how early you start, warm-up every day. Exercise the voice in a systematic 
way which will get you from A to Z in time to meet the demands of your teaching load. 
Unless you are sick (tired doesn’t count - as a teacher you’re always pooped), sing and/or 
recite. Prepare a short cassette tape or CD for use in the car as you drive to work. Do 
those breathing exercises, humming, lip trills, whatever you do. A runner wouldn’t dream 
of jogging before stretching - the same goes for extended use of the vocal apparatus 
(conjures up parallel bars, doesn’t it?) And, by the way, an efficient warm-up is a                
maximum of fifteen minutes. If it takes 30 to 45 minutes for you to get going in the 
morning, see a voice teacher. Something (or everything) you’re doing is wrong.  
 

2. Slow down your speech - 
the kids can’t understand you 
when you talk that fast any-
way - and pay attention to 
taking deep breaths. Much of 
the time, poor speech habits 
such as speaking at too low a 
pitch and "off the breath" 
cause severe dysfunction 
(laryngitis or worse). Merely 
thinking about taking a good 
breath and talking while              
deliberately concentrating on 
your exhalation can go a 
long way toward producing 
good speech. Right along 
with that goes learning to 
speak resonantly, so that you 
can be heard without strain-
ing. The pitch of the speak-
ing voice will rise of its own 
accord (usually), and you 
will be able to speak for       
extended periods of time 
without tiring.  
 

Don�t demonstrate for the 
choir without some thought for the singing sound you are about to utter. Beginning teach-
ers who are jumping parts from soprano to high baritone  

(Continued on Page 11) 

 



�����������������������������������	
�����
���	
�����
���	
�����
���	
�����
����

 
 

NC ACDA R&S Chairs 
 

 
 

Male Choirs 
Jason Thompson 
P.O. Box 1861 
Blowing Rock, NC  28605 
828.262.3020 
thompsonjd@appstate.edu 

 
Music in Worship 
Andy Roby 
120 North Lafayette Street 
Shelby, NC  28150 
704-482-3467 
music@fbcshelby.org 
 
 
Senior High School Choirs 
Jocelyn Pharr Thompson 
Mallard Creek High School 
3825 Johnston Oehler road 
Charlotte, NC  28269 
980.343.1341, ext. 257 
jthom2115@aol.com 

 
Show Choirs 
Stephen A. Futrell 
Elon University 
2800 Campus Box 
Elon, NC  27244 
336.278.5681 
sfutrell@elon.edu 

 
Two-Year College Choirs 
Vacant 
 
Women�s Choirs 
DØsirØe Davis-Omburo  
East Chapel Hill High School 
500 Weaver Dairy Road 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
919.969.2492  
ddavis@chccs.k12.nc.us 

 
Youth & Student Activities 
Brett Nolker 
UNCG School of Music 
PO Box 26167 
Greensboro, NC  27402 
336.334.3642 
dbnolker@uncg.edu 

up is a                

Parker earned his B.S. degree in music education from 
Appalachian State University and a Master of   
Music degree in conducting from the UNC-Chapel 
Hill. During his studies at the university, he      
became a lifelong student of Dr. Lara                            
Hoggard�s. Parker earned a Ph.D. degree in music 
education and administration in 1979 from the 
University of Miami where he studied under Dr. 
Neal Glenn and Dr. Lee Kjelson. 

Parker began his teaching career in 1964 as the choral and drama director at R. J.                      
Reynolds High School, Winston-Salem, and was the choral director from 1965 to 1968 at 
Concord Senior High School. In 1967, the Concord choir was invited to perform with the 
United States Navy Band at Watergate concerts in Washington, D.C. On the occasion of 
Canada�s centennial, the group also sang in a command performance for Queen Elizabeth 
in Montreal, Canada. From 1970 to 1972, Parker was assistant professor of music and      
director of choral music at Pikeville College, Pikeville, Kentucky. The Pikeville choir was 
selected to perform at the opening ceremonies of Disney World. 

 In 1972, Parker joined the faculty at Appalachian State University as assistant dean of the 
College of Fine and Applied Arts, as assistant professor of music, and as director of the 
Cannon Music Camp. While at Appalachian State, Dr. Parker served as conductor of the 
University Singers, the Women�s Glee Club, the Men� s Glee Club, and the Appalachian 
Chorale�an oratorio group consisting of students, f aculty, staff, and individuals from the 
community. In 1976, the University Singers were invited to represent the United States at 
the International Bach Festival in Leipzig, Germany. In addition to his academic                    
responsibilities, Parker served as choirmaster at Boone United Methodist Church. 

Over the past thirty years, Dr. Parker has been a guest conductor and clinician in North              
Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina, Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, and Kentucky in the 
United States, as well as in Poland, Hungary, Mexico, Costa Rica, Germany, Russia, and 
China. 

 Parker�s professional affiliations include the following organizations: the North American                  
Association of Summer Sessions, North Carolina Association of Summer Sessions; North 
Carolina Adult Education Association; North Carolina Institute for Choral Arts; Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia; North Carolina Association of Colleges and Universities; ACDA;                   
International Council of Fine Arts Deans; Board of Directors, MENC; Pi Kappa Lambda; 
Phi Kappa Phi; Board of Directors, Hiddenite Cultural Center; Appalachian Consortium; 
Board of Directors, Western North Carolina Library Network; Boone Kiwanis Club; 
Board of Directors, North Carolina Adult Education Association; and Board of Directors, 
Appalachian Rural Systemic Initiative. 

Awards received by Parker include a Commendation Medal for lifetime service to the Boy 
Scouts of America, a Meritorious Service Award for outstanding service to the North 
Carolina Association of Summer Sessions, and a Laurel Leaves Award for lifetime                
contribution to Appalachian studies given by The Appalachian Consortium. 

Dr. Parker retired June 30, 2004, and was awarded emeritus status by the Board of Trustees. 
He is still an active musician and is in demand as a conductor. He is married to the former 
Cheryl Darlene Cooke, and he has two children, John Christopher and Alisa Noel, from 
his first marriage. 
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Announcing the Third Annual 
 

Male Vocal Arts Symposium 
 

at the 
NC ACDA Fall Conference 2009 

September 18-19, 2009 in Greensboro, NC 
Dr. Al Sturgis, conductor 

 

 
GOALS: 
• To promote choral singing and vocal artistry among boys and men who currently sing in school, university, 

church, and community choirs in North Carolina. 
 
• To facilitate multi-generational musical fellowship and mentorship through the formation of a state-wide men�s 

ensemble which would encompass singers from 8th grade to retirement age. 
 
• To introduce male singers to male university voice faculty from North Carolina colleges / universities who will 

be offered the opportunity to sing in the MVAS choir, as well as perform in a solo recital for the MVAS                  
participants. 

 
• To engage a national caliber conductor/clinician who will lead rehearsals culminating in performance of varied 

men�s chorus repertoire. 
 
SINGER ELIGIBILITY: 
Singers must be recruited and recommended for participation by his choral conductor, who must be a member of 
ACDA, and who will be in attendance at the NC-ACDA Fall Conference. Conductors may apply to bring as many 
as eight (8) singers from his or her choir, space permitting. When endorsing multiple singers for MVAS, conductors 
should consider ensemble balance and submit an octet of 4 tenors and 4 basses. Conductors with multiple             
professional appointments, (i.e. a church choir and school choir) may apply to submit singers from more than one 
type of choir, but the total allotment of spaces within the MVAS choir per sponsoring member will be determined 
by the total level of response. Teachers will be informed of their total allotment by June 1, 2009. Adult male 
ACDA members may register themselves to take part in MVAS using the same application process. 
 
Conductors should apply for an allotment within the MVAS Choir by May 15, 2009 for participation in the 
MVAS at the Fall Conference.  Our goal is to have a choir of  95-120 singers.  Ideally, the choir breakdown might 
be:  
60% student singers in grades 8-12 
25% university singers 
15% adult singers from church or community choirs 
 
SINGER PREPARATION: 
Because of the calendar proximity of the Fall ACDA Conference with NC Honor Choir Auditions and the                        
beginning of the school year, minimal pre-conference preparation will be expected of the singers. With this in 
mind, conductors should select highly motivated and focused singers with a high potential for success under 
these circumstances. The repertoire list for the festival will be published by July 1st, and it will be expected that 
each singer possess his own copy of the music prior to the conference. Singers should come to the festival with a 
familiarity with the music, but no screening will take place at the conference.  
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be offered the opportunity to sing in the MVAS choir, as well as perform in a solo recital for the MVAS                  

Because of the calendar proximity of the Fall ACDA Conference with NC Honor Choir Auditions and the                        

 

 
 

REGISTRATION & FEES: 

ACDA members should apply for spaces within the MVAS choir by May 15, 2009.  Actual space allotment based 
upon total response will be announced by June 1, 2009. ACDA Members endorsing singers for MVAS must fill their 
allotment once it has been determined, in order to ensure ensemble balance and viability for our clinician. Actual 
MVAS participants must be selected and registered by name by September 1, 2009. 

 
Male Vocal Arts Symposium       NC-ACDA Fall Conference  
Singers    $25 each  (Full access to MVAS events & Conference Sessions) 
ACDA Member Singer  $25 each   Members  $65 

 College Students $20 
(Registration Form on Page 8) 

LOGISTICS: 

The MVAS schedule will run concurrently and in tandem with the NC-ACDA Fall Conference. For the convenience of 
the registered ACDA Members wishing to take advantage of both events, every effort will be made to place the MVAS 
activities as close to (or on) the UNCG campus as close to the school of music as possible. ACDA Members bringing 
student singers for MVAS will be responsible for the conduct of their singers during the course of the 2-day event.  
These members should plan to bring additional chaperones to monitor MVAS activities when taking part in other               
conference sessions.   
 

A block of rooms for MVAS singers will be reserved at the Downtown Marriot in Greensboro for the overnight stay.  
This will be the convention hotel. Junior high and high school students must be carefully chaperoned by parents or 
teachers throughout the event, and in the evenings according to National ACDA Policy. Adult singers may also choose 
to stay in other Greensboro area hotels if attending the MVAS from a distance. 

TENTATIVE MVAS SCHEDULE: 

Friday, September 18, 2009 

10:00am Registration  

11:00  Rehearsal and Sectionals 

1:00pm  Lunch on your own 

2:30  Choir Rehearsal 

4:00  Break 

4:30  Choir Rehearsal 

6:30  End of Day 1 

7:00  �Meet the Clinicians� Reception 

 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2009 

8:45am  Warm-up 

9:00  Choir Rehearsal  

11am  MVAS Faculty Recital  

12pm  Lunch 

1:30              Choir Rehearsal    

3:00  Dress rehearsal 

4:00  Concert 
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• Located on Facebook at NC ACDA  
• Anyone can join, post, and gather lots of chorus-related information  

• All members are encouraged to post your concerts and                                                         
related events that might be of interest! 
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North Carolina American Choral Directors Association 

Announcing the Third Annual 
 

Male Vocal Arts Symposium 

 
In conjunction with the NC-ACDA Fall Conference 

Friday and Saturday September 18-19, 2009 
 

APPLICATION FORM  
please print or type 

 

Singers must be recruited and recommended for participation by his choral conductor, who must be an active member of ACDA, and who will be in attendance at the 
NC-ACDA Fall Conference. Conductors may apply to bring as many as eight (8) singers from his or her choir, space permitting. When endorsing multiple singers for 
MVAS, conductors should consider ensemble balance and submit an octet of 4 tenors and 4 basses. Conductors with multiple professional appointments, (i.e. a church 
choir and school choir) may apply to submit singers from more than one type of choir, but the total allotment of spaces within the MVAS Choir per sponsoring              
member will be determined by the total level of response. ACDA members should apply for spaces within the MVAS choir by May 15, 2009. Actual space                    
allotment based upon total response will be announced by June 1, 2009. ACDA Members endorsing singers for MVAS must fill their allotment once it has been 
determined, in order to ensure ensemble balance and viability for our clinician. Actual MVAS participants must be selected and registered by name via email by              
September 1, 2009. Adult male ACDA members may register themselves to take part in MVAS using this same application process. 

 

Sponsoring ACDA member ______________________________________  ________________ 
                 (name)                (ACDA member #) 

 

Member Email ___________________________  Check if you are registering yourself   � 

 

Work Phone ________________ Home Phone _________________  Cell _______________ 

 

Ensemble Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 Type of Choir:   �Junior High      �High School     �College/University    �Church �Community 

 

(Members wishing to send singers from multiple choir types should complete a separate registration form for each choir type.)   

 

Ensemble Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________________ Zip Code _________________________ 

 

TOTAL number of spaces you wish to reserve: ____ 1st tenors  ____ 2nd tenors 

       ____ 1st basses  ____ 2nd basses 

 

Send completed application form by FAX or US mail by May 15, 2009 to: 
 

 Daniel Bara, ACDA President    Questions? Contact Daniel Bara (W)(252) 328-6243 
 East Carolina University School of Music         barad@ecu.edu (C)(252) 412-5880 
 Greenville, NC  27858         
 FAX: (252) 328-6258 
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Alfred E. Sturgis was appointed Music Director of the North Carolina Master Chorale in 
1993. Under his skilled artistic leadership the NC Master Chorale has made several 
appearances at state and regional conferences of the American Choral Director�s 
Association, recorded three Christmas CDs as well as a broadcast for UNC-TV, and 
been involved in numerous successful collaborations with the Carolina Ballet and 
the North Carolina Symphony. In addition to his work with the Chorale, Sturgis 
serves as Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Carolina Ballet, Music   
Director of the Tar River Orchestra. 

Sturgis has served as Guest Conductor for the New York City Ballet at Lincoln Center, 
North Carolina Symphony, Winston-Salem Symphony, Carolina Chamber                     
Orchestra, Raleigh Civic Symphony, National Opera Company, Capital Opera, 
Long Leaf Opera, and North Carolina Theatre. He has conducted orchestral and     
opera performances overseas in France, Bulgaria, and China, and recently served as 
a clinician for the inaugural London International Choral Festival. Early in his career he performed a number of roles 
in musical theatre, opera, and oratorio, in addition to touring and recording in Southern France with the Robert Shaw 
Festival Singers. Sturgis still performs occasionally as a counter tenor or baritone. 

In recognition of his dynamic leadership of the NC Master Chorale, Sturgis was awarded the 1996 Raleigh Medal of 
Arts. Noted for his energetic, positive teaching style, Sturgis is in great demand as a conductor / clinician for Music 
Education workshops and festivals including All-State and Honors Choirs. Between the numerous festivals and his 
13 years as Director of Choral Music at North Carolina State University, he has taught thousands of North Carolina 
students. Dr. Sturgis holds degrees from the University of South Florida and the University of Illinois in Voice              
Performance, Music Education, and Conducting. 
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. Actual space                    
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